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Ballet Flamenco La Rosa will be presenting an exciting and powerful season of projects, breaking new ground and presenting the very best of Flamenco. 

February 2007 - Ballet Flamenco La Rosa presents Sefarad, an original work exploring the Jewish influence on Flamenco in the Middle Ages, during what has become known as the “Golden Age” of cultural splendor, shared by the Moors, Gypsies, Jews and Europeans, and culminating with the Spanish Inquisition.

April 2007, the world premiere of an original Flamenco Ballet, Las Brujas de Salem, inspired by The Crucible, by Arthur Miller featuring guest artist Manolete for the Miami Beach Dance Festival.  A year in the making, and interpreted by 20 musicians and dancers from North and South America and Spain, this full-evening work explores themes of political manipulation, blind panic, fanaticism and alienation that are as relevant and engaging today as when Arthur Miller first wrote this play.  The belief in witchcraft from the Middle Ages through the end of the 19th Century in Europe set the stage for this 17th Century atrocity in America that perpetrated the same type of manipulations and torture as The Spanish Inquisition.  This compelling work sends a powerful message, while demonstrating the universality of our art form. It is at the same time exquisitely beautiful, powerful, passionate, provocative, suspenseful, sensual and spiritual.

The company is pleased to collaborate with Guest Artist and Mentor to the company Manolete for the fifth project in an on going relationship. “Manolete is a legend in the world of Flamenco,” said Ilisa Rosal, Artistic Director of Ballet Flamenco La Rosa.  “He is a performer who has revolutionized the way dancers approach Flamenco – technically, musically, and stylistically.  He is also a choreographer and teacher whose expertise and passion have inspired many of today’s young flamenco “stars.”  She added, “He is a breathtaking performer who dominates the stage with unparalleled virtuosity and sensibility.”

Over the past decades, Manolete has become a celebrity in the world of Flamenco.  In 2002, he was recognized and honored by the King of Spain with the “Catedratico Flamenco” award.  In 2004, he received rave reviews at New York City Center’s presentation of Flamenco Festival USA, where he stopped the show in a program that included the most important Gypsy Flamenco artists of our time.

Born Manuel Santiago Maya in Granada, in a gypsy section known as the Albaicin, Manolete comes from a family of artists.  His father and mother were Flamenco performers and his four brothers are guitarists, the oldest being the famous Juan Maya Marote.  Manolete grew up dancing in the caves of Sacromonte, where it is said Flamenco derived.  At the young age of 14, he traveled to the Middle East with a Flamenco ballet and after a short year, he returned to Spain and began a long dancing career appearing in several local clubs and festivals in Madrid, including Pasapoga, Cuevas Bermecio, and Torres Bermejas, where he developed his unique style of dance.

Over the years, Manolete has toured with many companies, including the National Ballet of Spain, Ballet of Maria Rosa, and Mariquilla appearing throughout Europe, Japan, the U.S and Latin America.  He is recognized as the greatest living exponent of the traditional male gypsy style of Flamenco, while at the same time an innovator and genius that is ahead of his time, and is a sought-after soloist, teacher, and choreographer who has influenced all of the famous young Flamenco dancers of this generation.  Among his disciples are Joaquin Cortes, Sara Baras and Ilisa Rosal, Artistic Director of Ballet Flamenco La Rosa.

Ballet Flamenco La Rosa, also known as La Rosa Flamenco Theatre, is a professional company dedicated to Flamenco as an ever-evolving art form.  Under the Artistic Direction of founder Ilisa Rosal, the innovative and creative dancers of Ballet Flamenco La Rosa present Flamenco dance in a theatrical setting-expanding the art form beyond traditional limits, to reach and enlighten students and audiences with its beauty and magic.  

For Full Schedule and information call ph: 305-899-7729


A Miami-based dance company, Ballet Flamenco La Rosa has performed to sell-out crowds and received critical acclaim in both the artistic mainstream and in the "Tablaos" (Flamenco Clubs) of Little Havana since 1985.  Ballet Flamenco La Rosa enthralls and beguiles audiences with performances and workshops throughout its concert season.  The company implements programs to increase public awareness of this form of dance, with lecture/demonstrations in schools, libraries and community centers, to performances at festivals and all types of public and private events.
